FOAL QUEST

PMU FOALS COME “HIOME”
TO NEW MeEXICO o

Imagine spending $700 plus a $400 shipping fee for
a weanling foal, sight unseen. When you put up
your money, you do not know if your foal will be a
colt or a filly or what color it will be. Nor do you
know with any certainty its breed, and you don’t
know its parentage.

What you do know is the type of horse it will be
— light, draft cross, or full draft — and it’s possible
that you've been able to choose your foal from a pho-
tograph on the internet. You know for sure that it
was pasture-born and has been unhandled by
humans. And you know that you are saving it from
death. Although those procuring your foal for you
will do their best, you have no guarantee that the
foal will not have strangles, a hernia, culs and
bumps, or shipping fever when it arrives at your
place, for it is coming a long way — from Olds,
Alberta, Canada.

Three New Mexico women, myself included, took
that gamble. This is the story of how and why — and
what we got for our money.

n article in the October 1999 issue of The
‘ Horsemen's Voice (when Sallie Pennybacker was
the editor/publisher) caught my attention. It
was about efforts by Rio Vista Products and

Ryerss Farm for Aged Equines to rescue foals produced by

the "Pregnant Mare Urine” (PMU) industry. The urine is
used to produce Premarin, a hormone-replacement prod-
uct used primarily by menopausal women. The urine is
the mares’ principal product. The foals are a secondary
product, and many of them are sold for meat each year.

A couple of months later I attended the Equine
Welfare Forum of the American Association of Equine
Practitioners and listened to presentations on horse wel-
fare which ranged from the plight of carriage horses in
urban areas to the issues surrounding transporting
slaughter-bound horses to questions about the treatment
of horses in rodeo events to the equine welfare issues
raised by the PMU industry.

At the accompanying trade show, I stopped by the
booth of the North American Equine Ranching

Information Council (NAERIC), the public relations arm

of the PMU industry, and visited with NAERIC president
Danny Willow and executive director Norm Luba. The
men initially seemed somewhat defensive. The forum
had attracted a wide range of people-the curious, the
concerned, the compassionate, hard-headed
realists/pragmatists, idealistic activists, the romantic, the
angry, scientists, bleeding hearts. They had bumped up
against each other in the question-and-answer section of
each presentation.

The PMU presentation, given by veterinarian
Douglas Freeman, an employee of Wyeth-Ayerst Global
Pharmaceuticals, the manufacturer of Premarin, had
been positive and upbeat, emphasizing the efforts of the
PMU industry to regulate itself. For instance, the indus-









